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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
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YOUR  GARDEN 
CORN 


EARWORMS 
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HERE  ARE  TWO  WAYS  to  keep  earworms 
from  spoiling  some  of  the  choice  sweet  corn  in 
your  garden.  Both  ways  are  easy  and  help  you  to 
raise  corn  of  fine  table  quality, 

The  earworm  spoils  more  sweet  corn  than  does 
any  other  insect.  The  worms  hatch  from  eggs 
that  are  usually  laid  on  the  silk.  They  feed  inside 
the  mass  of  silk.  Then  they  burrow  toward  the 
kernels  and  feed  on  them.  You  have  probably 
had  the  disappointment  of  picking  a  fine  ear  of 
corn  only  to  find  one  or  two  earworms  inside  and 
some  of  the  kernels  eaten  away. 

Spray  Method 

You  can  do  a  good  job  of  keeping  the  earworms 
out  of  your  corn  by  spraying  the  silks  when  they 
are  fresh.  This  method  does  not  interfere  with 
pollination,  and  you  can  get  well-filled  ears. 

When  to  use. — Keep  careful  watch  over  the 
corn  and  spray  the  silks  the  first  day  or  the  second 
day  after  they  first  appear. 

Since  the  silks  do  not  appear  on  all  ears  at  the 
same  time,  spray  once  or  twice  again  to  get  the 
later  ones.  Allow  1  or  2  days  between  sprays. 
Each  time  you  spray,  treat  all  ears  showing  silk. 

What  to  use. — Shake  together  in  a  jug  or  tightly 
closed  can — 

14  pint  of  ready-made,  25-percent  emulsifiable 

DDT  solution. 
%  pint  of  white  mineral  oil.     (You  can  buy 

it  at  any  drug  store.) 

Add  enough  water  to  make  1  gallon  and  shake 
again  until  the  mixture  is  uniformly  white. 

How  to  use. — Spray  only  enough  of  the  mix- 
ture onto  the  silks  to  wet  them.  Shake  the  mix- 
ture often  while  spraying. 

Use  any  kind  of  garden  sprayer  that  throws  a 
fine  mist. 


IMPORTANT.— S  pray     the 
silks  while  they  are  fresh.    If  they 
have  already  wilted,  it  is  too  late 
to    start    the    spraying    method. 
Then,  use  the  eyedropper  method 
to  control  the  worms. 
Do  not  feed  the  husks,  leaves,  and  stalks  of 
corn  that  has  been  treated  with  DDT  to  live- 
stock. 

Eyedropper  Method 

The  eyedropper  method  kills  small  earworms 
that  have  already  worked  down  into  the  silk  inside 
the  husk.  It  also  keeps  more  worms  from  getting 
in.  But  it  may  keep  the  tip  kernels  from  filling 
out. 

When  to  use. — Use  this  method  3  to  7  days  after 
the  silks  first  show  at  the  tip  of  the  ear.  By  this 
time,  the  silks  will  be  wilted  and  the  tips  beginning 
to  turn  brown. 

Do  not  use  this  method  on  an  ear  sooner  than  3 
days  after  the  silk  can  first  be  seen.  Too-early  use 
will  interfere  with  pollination  and  you  will  get 
poorly  filled  ears.  Do  not  wait  more  than  7  days 
or  the  worms  may  be  so  far  down  in  the  ear  that 
they  will  not  be  killed. 

Some  ears  show  silk  sooner  than  others.  So 
you  will  need  to  watch  the  growing  corn  and  treat 
different  ears  when  they  are  ready  for  it. 

What  to  use. — Use  white  mineral  oil.  You  can 
buy  it  at  any  drug  store.  Or,  better  still,  if  you 
can  buy  it,  use  a  ready-mixed,  refined  mineral  oil 
containing  0.2  percent  of  pyrethrins.     This  will 
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give  better  control  than  the  oil  alone  or  the  spray 
method. 

How  to  use. — Use  an  ordinary  glass  medicine 
dropper  that  holds  about  20  drops  when  half  full. 
This  amount  is  enough  for  a  small  ear.  For  a 
large  ear,  fill  the  dropper  about  three-quarters 
full.  Do  not  use  too  much  or  you  may  injure  the 
kernels. 

Put  the  end  of  the  medicine  dropper  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  into  the  mass  of  silk,  just  inside 
the  tip  of  the  husk.  Then  squirt  the  oil  into  the 
silk  mass. 

The  oil  spreads  through  the  mass  of  silk.  It 
kills  worms  feeding  there  and  keeps  others  from 


entering. 


Mark  each  ear  as  you  treat  it,  with  a  crayon, 
strip  of  cloth,  or  piece  of  string.  Do  not  treat 
any  ear  more  than  once. 

Be  careful  not  to  spray  the  oil.  It  will  injure 
husks  and  leaves. 
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